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“Peay Vineyards was founded and is now run by a 
family that lives on site.”

PEAY VINEYARDS	
If a vineyard can be a spirtual 
home to more than just vines, 
Peay Vineyards on Califonia’s 
remote and rugged Sonoma Coast 
is the quintessence of such a 
place. In a California where many 
vintners are multi-millionares 
who get into wine as a second 
career or hobby, Peay Vineyards 
was founded and is now run by a 
family that lives on site.

The vineyard was planted in 1998 
by two young brothers, Nick and 
Andy Peay, who sought to indulge 
their passion for wine as well as 
test their belief that the most 
expressive wines are made from 
cool vineyard sites. The location 
is the ‘true’ Sonoma Coast; that 
is, it actually borders the coast. 
On a south facing slop composed 

of low-vigour sand and clay, the 
vines bask in sunshine during the 
afternoon, while the mornings 
are spent chilling in coastal fog. 
These conditions encourage the 
development of fully ripe fruit 
flavours that are held taut by 
juicy acidity.

The wines are exceptional. Made 
with a deft hand by winemaker 
(and Nick Peay’s wife) Vanessa 
Wong, they refuse to compromise 
structure and integrity for show 
fruit and heft, though in great 
vineyards they have both. But 
with Nick in the Vineyard, 
Vanessa in the winery, and 
Andy delivering the wines to 
restaurants and shops by hand- 
the strength of the family is the 
strength of the wines.

One to Watch
By: Jordan Mackay


